
"Comin' Thro' the Rye" is a poem written in 1782 by Robert Burns (1759–1796). It is well 
known as a traditional children's song, with the words put to the melody of the Scottish Minstrel 
Common' Frae The Town. This is a variant of the tune to which Auld Lang Syne is usually 
sung—in fact the melodic shape is practically the same, the difference lying in the tempo and 
rhythm. 

Burns Original    

Comin Thro' The Rye.  
Chorus.  
O Jenny's a' weet, poor body,  
Jenny's seldom dry:  
She draigl't a' her petticoatie,  
Comin thro' the rye!  
 
Comin thro' the rye, poor body,  
Comin thro' the rye,  
She draigl't a' her petticoatie,  
Comin thro' the rye!  
 
Gin a body meet a body  
Comin thro' the rye,  
Gin a body kiss a body,  
Need a body cry?  
 
Gin a body meet a body  
Comin thro' the glen,  
Gin a body kiss a body,  
Need the warld ken?  
 
Gin a body meet a body  
Comin thro' the grain,  
Gin a body kiss a body,  
The thing's a body's ain.  

	

	

	

	

	

	

Standard English Translation 

Coming Through The Rye. 
Chorus.  
O Jenny is all wet, poor body, 
Jenny is seldom dry: 
She draggled all her petticoats, 
Coming through the rye! 

Coming through the rye, poor body, 
Coming through the rye, 
She draggled all her petticoats, 
Coming through the rye! 

Should a body meet a body 
Coming through the rye, 
Should a body kiss a body, 
Need a body cry? 

Should a body meet a body 
Coming through the glen, 
Should a body kiss a body, 
Need the world know? 

Should a body meet a body 
Coming through the grain, 
Should a body kiss a body, 
The thing is a body's own. 

	


