As you read the passage below, consider how Eliana Dockterman uses

o reasoning to develop ideas and to connect claims and evidence. (Logos)

Adapted from Eliana Dockterman, “The Digital Parent Trap.” ©2013 by
Time Inc. Originally published August 19, 2013.
1By all measures, this generation of American kids (ages 3 to 18) is the tech-savviest in histo
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2Yet, according to the latest findings from the research firm Grunwald Associates, barely half of U.S. parents
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4For years, the Parental Adage was simple: The less t ith screens, the bette
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6In that vein, the Waldorf Schools—a consortium of private K-12 schools in North America designed to

“connect children to nature” and “ignite passion for lifelong learning”—Ilimit tech in the classroom and bar the
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Reasoning use of smartphones, laptops, televisions and even radios at home. “You could say some computer games
develop creativity,” says Lucy Wurtz, an administrator at the Waldorf School in Los Altos, Calif., minutes from

Silicon Valley. “But I don’t see any benefit. Waldorf kids knit and build things and paint—a lot of really
practical and creative endeavors.”

Emotional
Appeal &
Ethical
Support

gEarly tech use has cognitive benefits as well. Although parenting experts have questioned the value of
ducational games—as Jim Taylor, author of Raising Generation Tech, puts it,
new studies have shown they can add real valu
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9The reason: engagement.
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Write an essay in which you explain how Eliana Dockterman builds an

argument to persuade her audience that there are benefits to early exposure
to technology. In your essay, analyze how Dockterman uses one or more of

the features listed in the box above (or features of your own choice) to
strengthen the logic and persuasiveness of her argument. Be sure that your
analysis focuses on the most relevant features of the passage.

Your essay should not explain whether you agree with Dockterman’s claims,

but rather explain how Dockterman builds an argument to persuade her
audience.




