Adapted from Martin Luther King Jr., “Beyond Vietnam—A Time to Break
Silence.” The speech was delivered at Riverside Church in New York City on
April 4, 1967.

As you read the passage below, consider how Martin Luther King Jr. uses
o
o reasoning to develop ideas and to connect claims and evidence.

o] , such as word choice or appeals to emotion,
to add power to the ideas expressed.

Write an essay in which you explain how Martin Luther King Jr. builds an
argument to persuade his audience that American involvement in the
Vietnam War is unjust.

In your essay, analyze how King uses one or more of the

features listed in the box above (or features of your own choice) to strengthen
the logic and persuasiveness of his argument. Be sure that your analysis
focuses on the most relevant features of the passage.

Your essay should not explain whether you agree with King’s claims, but
rather explain how King builds an argument to persuade his audience.

. There is at the outset

a very obvious and almost facile connection between the war in Vietnam and the

struggle I, and others, have been waging in America. A few years ago there was a
shining moment in that struggle. It seemed as if there was a real promise of hope for

the poor—both black and white—through the poverty program. There were
experiments, hopes, new beginnings. Then ca e buildup in Vietna

watched this program broken and eviscerat

—

and to die in
extraordinarily high proportions relative to the rest of the population. We were

IRONY

taking the black young men who had been crippled by our society and sending them

eight thousand miles away to guarantee liberties in Southeast Asia which they had

not found in southwest Georgia and East Harlem. _



IRONY

But they ask—and rightly so—what about Vietnam? They ask if our own nation
wasn't using massive doses of violence to solve its problems, to bring about the
changes it wanted. Their questions hit home, and I knew that I could never again
raise my voice against the violence of the oppressed in the ghettos without having
first spoken cle :

governmer(. |

We were convinced that we could not
limit our vision to certain rights for black people, but instead affirmed the conviction
that America would never be free or saved from itself until the descendants of its
slaves were loosed completely from the shackles they still wear. . . .
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